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(Check One) 

0 Good Faor Dstsrborat-d Ruons U Unexposed 
CONDITION -- 

(Check One) I (Check Ono) 

One known photograph taken p r i o r  t o  C h e s t e r v i l l e ' s  d e s t r u c t i o n  
shows a two-story house s e t  on a high basement, w i th  a three-bay gable  end 
f r o n t ,  and stuccoed b r i c k  w a l l s .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  incorpora te s  a n  open 
arcade  wi th  unornamented round-headed a rches  making t h e b u i l d k g  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  
i n  appearance t o  t h e  F a i r f a x  County Court House of 1800. Late--nineteenth 
century  saG-work r a i l i n g s  a r e  s e t  i n  the  two s i d e  arches .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  
somewhat shal low gab le  i s  composed of an  open tympanum of wood clapboards 
wi th  simple co rn ice  and co rn ice  r e t u r n s ,  and appears  t o  be  a mid t o  l a t e -  
n ine teen th  century  a l t e r a t i o n .  The s ix -over - s ix  sash  i n  both the  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r  windows appear  t o  be e a r l y .  There is a window i n  the  c e n t e r  
bay of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and a l though the  photograph i s  dim, the  en t rance  
appears  t o  be i n  t h e  r i g h t  f i r s t  f l o o r  bay. There i s  l i t t l e  f a b r i c  evident  
i n  the  photograph t h a t  might d a t e  from the  c o l o n i a l  per iod ,  a l though t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  i s  be l ieved t o  have been b u i l t  circa 1771. The house may 
have undergone more than one major remodelling, the  e a r l i e s t  perhaps 
occurr ing  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  the  n ine teen th  century.  

At p resen t ,  t he  s i t e  inc ludes  t h e  fol lowing known h i s t o r i c a l  
a rchaeo log ica l  f e a t u r e s :  t he  b r i c k  r u i n s  o f  the  mansion, i n  some places  
4 '  high,  surrounded by a cha in  l i n k  fence,  t he  r u i n s  o f  a bu i ld ing  wi th  a 
b a l l a s t  s tone  foundation 100' t o  the  nor th ,  t he  foundation o f  a b r i c k  k i l n  
400' t o  the  e a s t ,  cemetery about  1000' t o  t h e  w e s t ,  and s c a t t e r e d  evidence 
o f  seventeenth  cen tu ry  occupation. 

NASA has cons t ruc ted  a concre te  test t r a c k  between t h e  mansion 
foundation and t h e  b a l l a s t  s t o n e  foundation and about  2000' t o  the  south ,  a 
moon lander  test p la t fo rm was cons t ruc ted  b u t  w i l l  no longer be  used 
(poss ib ly  i t  w i l l  be removed i n  t h e  near  fu tu re ) .  

. 
A l t e r e d  Unol ts rod  n Moved Original Site 
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S l C N l F I C 1 N C E  

A l a r g e  po r t ion  of t he  land l a t e r  incorpora ted  i n  "Ches terv i l le"  
P l a n t a t i o n  was pa t en ted  i n  1619 by John Leyden, e a r l y  Jamestown s e t t l e r  and 
p l a n t e r .  ltyo hundred and f o u r  a c r e s  of  t h e  p rope r ty  pa t en ted  by Leyden 
were purchased i n  1692 by Thomas Wythe, Burgess f o r  E l i zabe th  C i t y  County 
and g rea t -g randfa the r  of George Wythe, s i g n e r  of  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  of 
Independence, prominent l e g a l  educa to r ,  and "Father of  American Law." 
During t h e  e a r l y  Wythe ownership, t h e  boundaries  of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  were 
extended u n t i l  i t  encompassed over  750 a c r e s .  I n  1755 George Wythe, 
i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p rope r ty  be l i eved  t o  have been h i s  b i r t h p l a c e ,  a t  t h e  dea th  
o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  and i t  was h i s  primary p l a c e  of  r e s a e n c e  u n t i l  1775. I n  
1771 he began b u i l d i n g  t h e  mansion, t h e  remains o f  which remain a t  t h e  si te,  
and i n  1781 w a s  c a l l i n g  t h e  p rope r ty  "Ches terv i l le . "  Wythe cont inued t o  
o p e r a t e  t h e  p rope r ty  as a p l a n t a t i o n  u n t i l  1792,.and t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  f i n a l l y  
passed from t h e  hands o f  t h e  Wythe fami ly  i n  1802. The mansion was 
des t royed  by f i r e  i n  1911. Two p a r c e l s  o f  land  inc lud ing  a l a r g e  segment 
o f  "Ches t e rv i l l e "  P l a n t a t i o n  were acqu i r ed  by NASA i n  1950. 

A thorough a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  excavat ion  a t  t h e  C h e s t e m i l l e  s i t e  w i l l  
r e v e a l  t h e  i n t a c t  foundat ion  and c e l l a r  of  t h e  Wythe mansion, circa 1771, 
which can  be s t a b l i z e d  f o r  pub l i c  view. Unmarked graves  i n  t h e  cemetery 
can be l o c a t e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  and marked. The b a l l a s t  s t o n e  foundat ion 
c e l l a r  can be excavated t o  determine type  of  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and per iod  of  con- 
s t r u c t i o n ,  occupat ion  and cause  of  d e s t r u c t i o n .  Various s i t e s  of  known 
seven teen th  c e n t u r y  occupat ion  can be i n v e s t i g a t e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  
probably r e v e a l i n g  t h e  Leydon homesi te ,  and perhaps t h e  Thomas Wythe e a r l y  
s e t t l e m e n t .  V i s i b l e  evidence o f  t h e  b r i c k  k i l n  a r e a  shows t h a t  t h e  
f e a t u r e  i s  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t  and i t s  e n t i r e  p l an  could  be learned  by excava t io  
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, APPROXIMATE MAIN  FLOOR PLAN OF BRICK "CHESTERVILLE" 
PLANTATION HOUSE (CIRCA 1910) 
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UlLY- -,a mr Samuel Pierpont Langley's name and 
reputation were perpetuated when the 
government acquired this real estate on 
30 December 1916 for $290.000. The 
several estates which comprised the 
then-untitled facility of 1.659 acres were 
themselves historically significant. In 
1916 the base was known as '6Aviation 
Experimental S t  at ion and Proving 
Grounds." The January 15.1917 issueof 
the magazine Aviation announcedthat the 
station would be known as3.,angley Field. 




